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EVENTS 
Patrick O’neil – KI4CDY 

2005 Polk County WalkAmerica 
 

 
 
 

The LARC MEMBERSHIP MEETING is held on the first 
Monday of each month at The Fellowship Hall of the
Westminster Presbyterian Church on S. Florida Ave
between Riggins Street and Mosswood, Lakeland FL. at
7:00 PM, Talk in on 146.685 MHz, PL Tone 127.3 Hz. 
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THE PREZ SEZ 
 Pat Pirkle – WD4BEK 

 

anks to all of you who donated time, money, 
d items for sale at our yard 
le/tailgate/mini-fest. We raised $166.00 
llars for our club after expenses.  Well done!  

ur events coordinator says that next one will 
 bigger and better.   

ake sure you attend the upcoming meeting on 
pril 4th.  The guest speaker will be Gerald 
ee” Turner, N4GD.  Come, listen, ask 
estions, get answers. 

 volunteer to assist in the MS-150 Bike-a-
on on April 9 and 10 contact Paul Toth, 

A4AR at  na4ar@ni4ce.org . 

ore is coming up. Attend and be a part of 
hat’s happening.  Remember that the 
rricane season starts again in April.  Get 
tive with the Polk County Communicators 
d assist with the emergency communications.  
ou may get more information from LARC 
ember Bob Pendleton, KE4ECW. 

 es 88 de pat 

 

LARC has been asked to give assistance to the 
2005 March of DimesWalkAmerica event.  
Ten members of our club have already signed 
up during the March membership meeting.  We 
need more help in order to make this event 
a success.  We are requested to be stationed at 
four intersections and also at 7 checkpoints 
long the route.Additionally we will need to 
provide drivers and communicators 
for a couple of sag wagons. 

This event is scheduled for Saturday, April 
30th, 2005.  We will meet at the First 
Presbyterian Church, 175 Lake Hollingsworth 
Drive at 7:30am.  The event will start at 8am. 

If you are able to assist us, please sign up for 
this event at the April meeting.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Patrick O'Neil, 
KI4CDY, at (863) 206-6755 

 
The January Meeting 

by Gill Murray – KC5TEN 

Paul Toth, NA4AR, President of FWC Group 
Inc., gave an interesting talk regarding the Big 
Stick, and it’s effectiveness in communications 
with the bad hurricanes last season.  Funds are 
being raised through T-shirt sales to gain 
access to a site in Polk County for a 70cm 
repeater at 800ft on 442.225 MHz which 
should give total coverage in Polk County. 
(Editor: Paul sold 14 shirts @ $15.00 each!) 

mailto:ptoth1@tampabay.rr.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/larc/post?postID=4Oh23BtT32ZklPvizHPlLYyxl4btZhnnzjEVlSq5SygWd1n5BvaFopjum5oGawJ4PE72LiK7_GU
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Photo by Gill    

Paul also announced that the MS150 will pass 
through Polk County this year. It will be held 
on April 9th and 10th, and will be called 
Wheels, Whales and Tails. It will start at Busch 
Gardens, travel through Polk County, and end 
at Seaworld. Help from LARC members would 
be appreciated. 

 

Rubye Duncan Honored 
By Jack Falkenhof, K4BYF 

 
At the December 2004 Membership meeting, 
those in attendance voted to make Rubeye 
Duncan an Honorary Lifetime Member. 
Rubeye, the XYL of Duncan, W4BHF,  SK, 
devoted many years to LARC as the 
Chairperson of the Sympathy and  Hospitality 
Committee and as an active participant in many 
of the Club’s activities.  

 
Photo by Anne Falkenhof 

 
Photo by Anne Falkenhof 
The pictures were taken on March 17, 2005 
when Jack, K4BYF, his XYL  Anne and 
Rubeye were finally able to get together for the 
presentation of a  framed certificate and a great 
meal at The Family Restaurant in  Bartow. 

 
 

APRIL 
KG4YNI Haynes, Ernie Apr/05 
KD4EVI Humston, Winona Apr/10 
W9GLR Card, Jim Apr/28 
N5AMX Herd, Marion Apr/29 

If your birthday was omitted, please contact the  
editor at ad4ih@arrl.net to correct your 
database profile. 

 

Radio Clubs to 'Ham it Up' for 
Troops 

By Rudi Williams/American Forces Press Service 
  

WASHINGTON, Feb. 16, 2005 – Ham radio 
operators and amateur radio clubs plan to 
"Ham It Up for the Troops" on May 28 during 
the second annual Amateur Radio Military 
Appreciation Day to thank active duty, 
veterans and retired military people for their 

mailto:ad4ih@arrl.net
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service and sacrifices to the nation, according 
to ARMAD's founder and former Air Force 
sergeant Emery McClendon. 

 "ARMAD is a day when all amateur radio 
operators and amateur radio clubs worldwide 
are invited to gather at public locations to allow 
our citizens to express words of thanks and 
appreciation to our military members and 
coalition forces in a live format," said 
McClendon, who founded and established 
ARMAD in Fort Wayne, Ind., almost a year 
ago. 

 "The original purpose of ARMAD was to 
encourage amateurs worldwide to use our 
hobby to express thanks as a public service for 
those that serve in the military, including active 
duty, veterans and retirees," said the former 
aircraft refueler. "We also wanted to allow their 
families to support one another with words of 
encouragement by contacting other ARMAD 
locations." 

 Ham radio operators set up in public locations 
such as shopping centers, parks, Veterans 
Affairs hospitals and sporting events to express 
verbal positive support "live" over the radio for 
active duty military people, members of the 
reserve components, veterans, family members 
and military support groups, McClendon said. 

ARMAD is associated with National Military 
Appreciation Month and is being held during 
the weekend of Memorial Day, a day of 
remembrance for those who have died in the 
nation's service. 

 "It was felt that to honor those that serve 
during this special day would be fitting as this 
day was already special to those who have 
given the ultimate sacrifice for this country," 
McClendon noted. "On this day, many people 
gather at events to pay tribute to those that 
have died for our freedom." 

 This year, amateur radio operators will 
participate from several states -- Florida, 
California, Washington, Ohio, Michigan, 
Louisiana, Colorado, Texas, North and South 
Carolina and others. Operators in several 
foreign countries also are slated to participate, 
including Australia, Greece, Kuwait and 
England, and members of the Iraq Amateur 
Radio Club are expected to join in as well, 
according to McClendon. 

 "We expect many others, including ships and 
military hospitals, as we approach the event 
date," he said. "Last year, we had more than 25 
different groups in the U.S. and about 15 
foreign countries participating in ARMAD," 
McClendon noted. "We expect participation to 
triple for the 2005 event. We've had great 
response just by word of mouth. With 
publicity, we will grow, and reach many more 
troops and communities." 

 McClendon served four years on active duty in 
the Air Force, including 15 months at Clark Air 
Base in the Philippines, and two years in the 
active Indiana Air National Guard. 

McClendon said he received several 
heartwarming comments during last year's 
ARMAD, which was held at Fort Wayne 
Memorial Stadium. Noting that local 
government officials read proclamations of 
support for the military during a small 
ceremony, McClendon said, "After hearing 
these local officials speak over the radio, some 
of our military members remarked that they 
were pleased and felt privileged that a 
government official would take time away 
from families for such a cause. 

 "There were also many heartwarming 
comments from young children expressing 
thanks to our men and women for what they do 
to keep America free," he noted. "Many kind 
words were exchanged from all over the world 
to American and coalition troops. One man 
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from Kuwait joined us on the air to say thanks 
to America for freeing his country from 
Saddam Hussein. His statements moved the 
crowd in the stadium." 

 McClendon emphasized that ARMAD is not 
affiliated with the Military Affiliate Radio 
System in any way, except that many MARS 
operators are amateur radio operators. But 
MARS plays an active role in ARMAD. 

 "ARMAD is for those that serve our great 
country," McClendon said. "We want to spread 
the word to as many military members and 
communities as possible so that we can help 
boost the morale of those that serve in this 
positive and manner." 

 Additional information: 
http://www.freewebs.com/kb9ibw/  

 

GOOGLE MAPS 
 There are many mapping services available--- 
Yahoo, Expedia, Mapquest, and many others. 
However, there is a new one offered by Google 
at http://maps.google.com that incorporates the 
best features of most and is extremely user 
friendly.  It use the same NAVTEQ digital map 
data as used by many other mapping services, 
but with a much nicer interface You can grab 
the map and scroll within the display window 
without having to click-to-redraw the whole 
map and see a clean, uncluttered, and easy to 
assimilate map. For searching you can enter the 
whole address as a search term--- no need to 
break it into separate fields such as number, 
street, town, zip, etc. You can also search for 
some places without having to know the 
address at all.  With this mapping system you 
can obtain printable turn-by-turn driving 
directions by entering: 

- Any city & state to any other city & 
state or address within that city. 

- Any local address to any city & state or 
a local address within that city 

- Any city's common generic term such 
as airport, library, museum, cemetery, 
hotel, etc. or commonly known name 
such as White House, Disneyland, 
Pentagon, Andrews Air force Base, etc. 

If available, the site will provide the local 
address, telephone number, and related web 
site addee for that location, total mileage and 
estimated time to reach the above locations. 

Whether planning a trip or just going across 
town to an unknown location this site will save 
you time and trouble.  [Source: "NCPOA - Don 
Harribine msg dtd 20 FEB 05]

 

CQ CQ 
by Fred Kalt, W2XN 

 
Just had to tell you!  I hooked up to the 
downspout on the building, it goes up 2 floors, 
and has some rain gutter around the top.  It isn't 
grounded.  I laid out a counterpoise, and this is 
what I get with the K2: (Band – SWR) 
BAND    SWR       BAND     SWR       BAND   SWR 
80M 1.2 40M 1.0 30M 1.1 
20M 1.1 17M 1.0 12M 1.0 
10M 1.0     
 

Of course the K2 will tune anything!! 

So…, I tried sending CQ, and ended up on 
30M talking to Indianapolis, IN.  I got a 449 
(not bad for a rain spout with one wire 
counterpoise and only using 5W).  I could only 
give him a 54 - 55 and he was running 75W to 
a vertical up 30 feet. 

I can't leave the connections there all the time 
because they might be seen and they lay in the 
planter along the building.  The gardener might 

http://www.freewebs.com/kb9ibw/
http://maps.google.com/
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cut the wire.  So whenever I want, I can use the 
downspout. 

What is a good CW frequency for 80M?  I 
never work it and not sure where the activity is. 

Just had to tell you!    8^) 

73 de W2XN  
 

HUMOR 
   

 
 
 
 

A Guide for The Ham Radio 
Mobileer… 

BE AWARE OF YOUR ENVIRONMENT 

Quick recognition of  the drivers around you 
may make the difference between happy 
mobile hamming and a catastrophe.  A quick 
glance at the other driver will tell you: 

One hand on the wheel, one hand on the horn: 
Chicago 
One hand on the wheel, one finger out the 
window: New York 

One hand on the wheel, one hand on the 
newspaper, foot solidly on the accelerator: 
Boston 
One hand on the wheel, cradling a cell phone, 
brick on the accelerator: California. With gun 
in lap: L.A.  Both hands on the wheel, eyes 
shut, both feet on the brake, quivering in terror: 
Ohio, but driving in California. 
Both hands in the air, gesturing, both feet on 
the accelerator, head turned to talk to someone 
in the back seat: Italy 

One hand on latte, one knee on the wheel, 
cradling a cell phone, foot on the brake, mind 
on the game: Seattle 

One hand on the wheel, one hand on hunting 
rifle, alternating between both feet being on the 
accelerator and both on the brake, throwing a 
McDonald's bag out the window: Texas (city 
male) 

One hand on wheel, one hand hanging out the 
window, keeping speed steadily at 70mph, 
driving down the center of the road unless 
coming around a blind curve, in which case 
they are on the left side of the road: Texas 
(country male) 

Four wheel drive pickup truck, shotgun 
mounted in the rear window, beer cans on the 
floor, squirrel tails attached to the antenna: 
West Virginia 
Two hands gripping the wheel, blue hair barely 
visible above window level, driving 35 on the 
interstate in the left lane with the left blinker 
on: Florida 

 
Links I Like 

Compiled by the Editor 
 

The following is a list of Web sites I have 
recently visited or re-visited. Visiting these 
sites is fun and might even be educational! 
www.ac6v.com - Acomprehensive Ham Radio 
and DX Reference Guide with 700 amateur 
radio topics, 6,000 links, 132 pages 

www.hamradiomanuals.com -  This is a 
commercial site; use it if you can’t find your 
manual elsewhere.  Their motto? “We got 
that!”  Yes, indeed, they do “got that!” 

www.hamuniverse.com - There is so much 
information you will have to visit to believe. 

www.hfradio.org/wb8rcr - Download the 
QSL Maker to make your own cards. 

http://www.ac6v.com/
http://www.hamradiomanuals.com/
http://www.hamuniverse.com/
http://www.hfradio.org/wb8rcr
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www.k1dwu.net/antennacalc.phtml - Need 
an antenna calculator?  MUCH MORE on this 
Web Site! 

www.ocarc.ca/coax.htm - Calculate your line-
loss on this Web page. 

www.rigpix.com/index.shtml - Pictures and 
specs of ham and other equipment. 

 

FLORIDA HAMFESTS 
APRIL/MAY 

For more detailed information consult the ARRL 
Web Site at www.arrl.org or your current QST. 
 

MO/DA/
YR EVENT CITY 

04/16/05 
TARCFest 
XIII 
Tampa ARC 

Tampa 

04/23/05 
04/24/05 

Poorman’s 
Hamfest & 
Comp.Show 

Gainesville 
 
 

05/14/05 N. Brevard 
ARC 

Titusville 

 
 

HAMS IN THE NEWS 
From the ARRL Newsletter 

 
Radio amateur tapped to head NASA: 
President George W. Bush has announced 
his intention to nominate Michael Griffin, 
NR3A, to be the next administrator of the 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA). He'll succeed Sean 
O'Keefe, who departed NASA earlier this year. 
Griffin currently heads the Space Department 
at Johns Hopkins University Applied 
Physics Laboratory. In 2003 testimony before 
the US House of Representatives' Future of 
Human Space Flight Committee on Science, 
Griffin described himself as "an unabashed 

supporter of space exploration in 
general, and of human space flight in 
particular." Griffin expressed his belief that the 
human space flight program "is in the long run 
possibly the most significant activity in which 
our nation is engaged." His extensive and 
impressive academic resume includes five 
master's degrees and a doctorate 
(aerospace engineering). The US Senate must 
confirm Griffin's appointment. 
 

 
WELCOME ABOARD 

Voted into membership at the March General 
meeting were: 
 
Edwin Cox WA9POQ 
Charles “Bud” Leach1 N1BUD 
Marty Lyons     WB4YYO 
Wayne Miles2 KG4TCJ 
Larry Walker KI4DNO 
Philip Zenn NX4Q 
1Winter resident   2Previous honorary member 
 
We are happy to have you as members, and 
look forward to seeing you at our meetings and 
events. 

Gill Murray KC5TEN 
Membership Chairman 

 
 
Where is that article YOU wanted to get 
published?  Send it in… 

 
How do you like this April issue of the 
BACKSCATTER?  If you have 
criticism please write them in the 
comments box below: 

 
Co
 

mments 

http://www.k1dwu.net/antennacalc.phtml
http://www.ocarc.ca/coax.htm
http://www.rigpix.com/index.shtml
http://www.arrl.org/
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MS-150 BIKE RIDE – 2005 

 
The following info was taken from the Web 
site 
http://www.nationalmssociety.org/MSBike-
Florida.asp 

Wheels, Whales & Tails MS Bike Tour 
  
Phone: 
Email:  
Web Site: 
Tour Dates: 
Length of Tour: 
Start location:  

 (407) 478-8880 
Michael.cooper@flc.nmss.org  
www.nationalmssociety.org/flc 
April 9 & 10, 2005 
2 days 
Tampa, FL 

 

A two-day, 164-mile "WHEELS, WHALES & 
TAILS" MS Bike Tour on April 9 & 10, 2005 
will provide cyclists the opportunity to start off 
at Busch Gardens Theme Park and cycle 
through Central Florida to SeaWorld, the 
"World's Most Popular Marine Adventure 
Park," and then back again the next day. The 
MS Bike Tour is fully supported with great rest 
stops, lunch included both days, mechanics on-
route and lots of great support from our 
wonderful volunteers.  

Celebrate the completion of the first day at 
Sheraton World Resort with dinner, music and 
festivities. We'll hit the road again on Sunday 
and head back to Busch Gardens where we will 
celebrate the completion of a great ride with a 
fantastic BBQ! 

Route options include a two-day 164-mile 
route, a two-day 100-mile route, plus an 
optional 100-mile century route on Saturday. 

Editor’s note:  Get involved – volunteer! 
 
 

 
MORE VOLUNTEERS 

PCCP · Polk County Emergency 
Management Communicator Program  

(We are) Amatuer Radio Operators who are 
volunteers for the Polk County Emergency 
Management of Polk County, Florida.   We 
help with the shelter and disaster 
communications of Polk County. 

Membership is open to any and all Amatuers in 
Polk County who want to help out.   

See LARC member Bob Pendleton, KE4ECW. 
 

THE POWER OF THE PRESS 
by Gittin Evenchuck 

A promise made, a promise kept…(Rebuttals 
are not printed…the editor) 
 
 

http://www.nationalmssociety.org/MSBike-Florida.asp
http://www.nationalmssociety.org/MSBike-Florida.asp
mailto:Michael.cooper@flc.nmss.org
http://www.nationalmssociety.org/flc/event/default.asp?g=6
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Education Joe Pirkle AD4IH 
Events Patrick O’Neil ΚΙ4Χ∆Ψ 
E-Mail Reflector Joe Pirkle AD4IH 
Field Day Jim Murray KC5QWG 
Hospitality Lenore Smith KF4TKY 
Publicity Joe Morrell KR4TU 
LARC Net Kevin Smith KI4EFN 
Membership Gillian Murray KC5TEN 
Newsletter Joe Pirkle AD4IH 
Publisher Patricia Pirkle WD4BEK 
Program Ron Smith KF4JED 
Repeater Trustee Richard Sharp KQ4KX 
Sympathy Lenore Smith ΚΦ4ΤΚΨ 
Webmaster Joe Pirkle AD4IH 
Silent Key Bert Onachila KG2G 

President Pat Pirkle WD4BEK 
Vice President Ron Smith KF4JED 
Secretary Gillian Murray KC5TEN 
Treasurer Charles Gribble KI4CRI 
   
   
Board Members Jack Falkenhof K4BYF 
 Jim Murray KC5QCW 
 Joe Pirkle AD4IH 
 Bob Pendleton KE4ECW 
 Richard Sharp KQ4KX 
      

Lakeland Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 792 
Eaton Park, FL 33840 
  
http://www.qsl.net/k4adl
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